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I SAMUEL ii. 30. 
Them that honour me, I will honour, and 


they that deſpiſe me, ſhall be light- 
ly eſteem d. 


HE Words before us, were ſpoken to 
Eli, by a Prophet ſent from God, 
Ev with a Complaint of an Injury done 
to his Honour, by his two Sons 

Hopbni and Phinebas, whole Crime 
was, that they had violated the Rules which God 
had preſcribed for the Oblation of Sacrifices ar 
his Altar; not content with the Portions allotted 
to the Prieſt, they took likewiſe the Part which 
God had reſerved for himſelf. 

In order to judge of this Piece of Wickednels, 
committed by the Children of the High-Prieſt, we 
muſt attend to the many Acts of Religion, united 
to the Oblation of the ancient Sactifices to God. 
By theſe the People expreſs d the divine Sove- 
reignty over them and their Poſſeſſions. By thele 
Modes of Worſhip they intreated his Mercy, and 
derived all the Bleſſings of the Covenant ſubſiſting 
between God and themſelves: When therefore 
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the two young Prieſts eat that Part of the Sacrifice 
which God had reſerved for himſelf, what did they 
leſs than reject the Authority of God over them, 
and break his Covenant in a moſt prophane Man- 
ner? This is plain to every one who is acquainted 
with the many folemn Acts of Religion offered up 
thro' the ancient Sacrifices to God; with what 
the ſacramenral cating thereof imported, or will 
attend to the Puniſhment which God inflicted up- 
on the Houſe of Eli, in Reſentment of this Fact. 
On this Profanation of Religion, by the Sons of 
5 Eli, God ſent a Prophet to expoſtulate with the 
Father. Before the Meſſage arrived, Eli had 
| reprov'd his Children; but this it ſeems was not 
| enough, for the Father was a civil Judge at that 
| Time in 1/rael, as well as High-Prielt, and God 
| expeged that he, who had the ſupreme Authori- 
ty, both ſpiritual and temporal, in all Affairs, ſhould 
have uſed that Authority which God had given 
him in vindicating his Honour by ſome publick 

Reſentment. 

And there came a Man of God unto Eli, and 
| Said unto him, Thus ſaith the Lord, Did not I ap- 
| pear unto the Houſe of Eli thy Father, when they 
| were in Egypt; and did not I chooſe him out of all 
| the Tribes of Iſracl to be my Pr Fl to burn Incenſe 
| and offer upon mine Altar? And did not Igivę un- 

to the Houſe of thy Father all the Offerings made 
by Fire, of the Children of Iſrael? Wherefore kick 
ye now at my Sacrifice, and at my Offering, hich 
T have commanded, and honoureſt thy Sons above 
me, to make your ſelves fat with the choiceſh of all 
the Offerings of Ilrael my People. N. LIN 
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Lord God of Iſrael faith, I ſaid indeed, that thy 


Family ſhould walk before me for ever; but now, 


faith God, Be it far from me, for them that ho- 


nour me, I will honour, and they that deſpiſe me, 
ſhall be lightly efteemed. The Cale of Elis Family 
was very particular, for he was not deſcended from 
the eldeſt Branch of the Houſe of Aaron, but was 
prefer'd by God's own Appointment, before rhe 
eldeſt Branch, becauſe that Part of the Family had 
negleded the Care of his Religion. On the ſame 
Account we ſee God threatening a moſt deplorable 
Calamity upon him and his People, no leſs than an 
utter Extinction of his Family and the Loſs of the 
Ark itſelf, and with it all the Covenant Right, he 
and his People had to expect the Bleſſings of Hea- 
ven; without it no Religion, civil Peace, or Safety 
in this World, no Hopes of Happineſs hereafter; 
which ſoon after came to paſs, when the Ark was 
taken by the Philiſtines, his two Sons killed, at the 
Report of which the old Man inſtantly expired. 

Such a dreadful Curſe did God bring upon his 
People 1/7 ael, for a Neglect of Duty in their Go- 
vernor, thro” a Breach of a poſitive Command : 
Which ſhould teach ſome Writers of very modern 
Divinity amongſt us, not to leſſen the Value of 
God's poſitive Commands; for no Puniſhment 
could be greater than that before us, which muſt 
lead us to judge that ſuch Commands are of high 
Value in the Sight of God. 

Ofrhis Kind was Adam's Crime, which curſed 
him and all his Poſterity, till an Inſtance of Obe- 
dience in the Son of God to rhe Father, not ne- 
ceſſarily required, I preſume, by the eternal Rela- 
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tion of Things, recovered the World again throf 
his meritorious Sufferings for us. 

But my Deſign is not to enter into this Subject; 
what I would obſerve at preſent from it is, that 
God complained that his Honour was injured by 
the Judge of 1/rael, in that he did not put a Stop 
to Prophanation of his Religion, by ſome exem- 
plary puniſhment; or as it is expreſſed in Chap. 
li. V. 13. M ben the Sons of Eli were become thus 
vile in the Sight of God, the Judge reſtrained 
them not. | 

In the Proſecution of this Subject I ſhall pre- 
fume to conſider what Authority there is in holy 
Scripture, to think that God expects from the civil 
Magiſtrate, that he ſhould interpoſe by civil Pu- 
niſnment, for the Protection and Honour of his 
Religion. 

But before I enter into this Argument, my Text 
leads me to conſider, 


I. What is meant by the general Expreſſion of 
honouring God. | | 

IT. By what Methods this may be ſuitably per- 
—_——: | | 

III. I ſhall conſider the particular Method of ho- 
nouring God, expected from the civil Magiſtrate, 
in giving due Protection to Religion, and puniſh- 
ing the Subverters of it. 


I. I am to conſider what is meant by the gene- 

ral Expreſſion of honouring God. | 
Honour, as it paſſes in the Apprehenſions of 
Mankind, is capable of ſo many different — 
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that was I to mention the ſeveral Notions of Man- 
kind about it, many of them would appear not 
reſolvable into Principles of Reaſon, but the arbi- 
trary Humours of licentious Men; whereas true 
Honour, paid to another, muſt be an inward 
Eſteem of ſomething intrinſically excellent, join'd 
with a proper Way of openly teſtifying it. 

An inward Eſteem in this Caſe is not ſufficient, 
becaule it is of the very Nature of this Tribute, 
that it ſhould be publick: Nor are publick Acknow- 
ledgements of any Value, 2 an inward 
Eſteem paſſing in the Mind of him that gives 
them; without a publick Teſtimony nothing is 
paid, without the other it is Inſincerity, and 
therein an Affront to the Perſon, to whom ſuch 
Incenſe is offer d. 

There is nothing, that I know of, in the World, 
that hath a Title to true Honour, but Power, 
Wiſdom, Goodneſs; theſe have an intrinſick Value 
in them, for Power is more excellent and uſeful 
than Weakneſs, Wiſdom than Folly, Goodnels 
than Wickedneſs. Theſe are (elf-eyident Truths, 
and he who does not acknowledge them to be 
ſueh, is either ſtupid, or if he does know it, and 
will not pay the Honour that is due to them, 
denies in Fact Things to be what they are, and 
therein may be charged in the Want of ſuch Re- 
ſpect, with a Breach of ſuſtice and Truth. 

Tho' theſe Excellencies may each be diſtinct- 
ly conſidered, yet Goodneſs rightly underſtood, 
is the Effect of the other two, and muſt be ever 
join'd with them. Hence it is, that not only the 
inſpired Penmen, but all Men of cool and ſober 
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Reflexion, have left it upon Record in their 
Writings, that Goodnels is the true Greatneſs, and 
the trueſt Wiſdom; and when they have drawn 
| out the beautiful Parts of a good Man's Character, 
they have recommended him to the World, as the 
only great and wile Man: In ſuch Writings, for 
the ſame Reaſon, are conſtantly joined Weaknels, 
Folly and Wickedneſs together. 

From this Notion of Honour, being an out- 
ward Teſtimony of an inward Eſteem to be paid 
to Things only in their own Natures intrinſically 
excellent, we eaſily aſcend into the Knowledge 
of this plain Truth, That God is moſt worthy 
of ſupreme Honour, as he is the Foundation of 
all Perfection, and the Origine of every Excel- 
lence diſtributed in ſo many Proportions thro' 
all created Nature. I am to enquire, 


I. Secondly, By what Methods this Honour may 
be ſuitably offered up to God, by his Creatures. 
Every Man, that can think at all, muſt think 
that God is worthy of the higheſt Honour and A- 
doration, yet the Method wherein Man ſhould ex- 
preſs this honour due to God was not fo eaſily ſet- 
tled; becauſe the Manner of paying ſuch 5 
Tribute muſt be firſt regulated by the Knowledge 
Men had of God, and ſuch Knowledge of him, 
muſt have ariſen, in a great Meaſure, from the gra- 
dual Diſcoveries he has been plcaſed to make of 
himſelf, to his Creatures, in different Ages of the 
World. As the Scripture teaches us, that God 
made Man for himſelf *, fo he impreſs d ſuch 
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Marks from the Beginning upon all his Works, 
that Man muſt ever be without Excuſe, if he did 
not acquire from thence, a Diſpoſition ro admire 
him above all Things, thro' the great Power, Wiſ- 
dom, Goodneſs open'd therein, with ſo much Ma- 
jeſty and Beauty around him, and to love and 
worſhip him for their beneficial Influence deriy- 


ed upon himſelf. 


Had God not inſtitated amongſt the Sons of 
Men, ſome publick Methods of doing! H to 
himſelf, yet Love to God, would have infpirc< he 
Hearts and Tongues of truly grateful Men, to haue 
attempted ſome open arid public Method of de- 
yout Acknowledgment to their great Benefactor, 
for all his Bleſſings conferr'd upon them. 

I think Nature herſelf ſeems to ſpeak within 
us, for ſome higher Acts of Acknowledgment, 
than the Payment only of devout Language, that 
we ſhould find out a Way of honouring the Lord 
with our Subſtance, with the beſt of what we have, 
and not to offer that only, which coſts us nothing &. 
Should we then offer up the richeſt Sacrifices of 
Bulls and of Goats, or the beſt Fruits of the Ground: 
Either of them or both, a truly grateful Heart 
would readily do; but then our Reaſon could not 
determine without an expreſs Command, that God 
would be pleaſed with taking away the Lives of his 
Creatures, or that an Oblation of Fruits of the 
Earth could be an Act of Devotion to God, be- 
cauſe he wants nothing that we have, and all that 
we have is already his own. Here then Nature 
unaſſiſted, would be at a Stand, waiting with the 
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greateſt Deſire to know the Commands of God, 
without which, as far as I can judge, ſhe could 
not, even in a State of Innocence, have known 
how to have offcred up to God, with any Con- 
fidence, an acceptable Tribute of Gratitude for 
all the Mercies of Heaven conferred upon us. 

So little Pretence has the Religion of Nature, 
to the Name of a perfect Religion, that by it we 
ſhould never have known how to have perform d 
the very firſt Act of all Religion; I mean that of 
giving ſuitable Thanks to Heaven for the divine 
Bleſſings conferr'd upon us. 

doubt not but herein the firſt Man was taught 
of God; that Man received expreſs Inſtruction from 
God, how to acknowledge the divine Sovereign- 
ty over him, by ſome appointed Act of Devotion: 
For it can be proved, that Adam, before the Fall, 
was aſſiſted with divine Grace; and God's bleſ- 
ſing the Sabbath Day, which is one of the oldeſt 
Pieces of Religion in the World, makes it high- 
ly probable, that God appointed ſome open Me- 
thod, wherein Man ſhould teſtify, on that Day, 
his Thanks to Almighty Power and Goodnels, 
for his Works of Creation. 

And therefore, he who will pay no Reverence 
to the Sabbath, or what is worſe, falls in with a 
moſt abominable Faſhion of inſulting the very 
Inſtitution of it, denies virtually that God made 
the World, of which this Day was appointed 
the Memorial. And ſince the Sabbath, under the 
Chriſtian Inſtitution is commemorative of the 
greateſt Bleſſing that ever was vouchſafed to ſinful 
Man, I mean the new Creation of the World by 
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Fefus Chriſt; not to dedicate this holy Scaſon to 
ious Meditation; not to join in the publick 
hanks of the reſt of Mankind for theſe ſignal 

Manifeſtations of divine Goodneſs ; what does 
ſuch an one do leſs than deſpiſe them? And by 
openly inſulting the Religion of the Day, he plain- 
ly ridicules the Belief, That God has either crea- 
ted or redeemed the World. One would ima- 
gine, bythe preſent Practice of Numbers amongſt 
us, that this Crime was not generally under- 
ſtood; tis plainly you ſee, not Deiſm only, but 
downright Atheiſm, and therefore the Breach of 
the Sabbath was puniſhed with Death, by the 
wiſeſt Body, of Laws that ever were given to 
the World, Bur to proceed. 

Whether Sacrifices of flain Beaſts, or Fruits 
of the Ground, or both, were offered up to God, 
before the Fall, in token of the divine Sovereignty 
over the World, we cannot certainly tell ; for we 
find no Inſtitution either of Prayer or Sacrifice in 
che Books of Moſes; bur I think one or both proba- 
bly was, for they are both relatedin the Old Teſta- 
ment, as Principles and Articles of Religion uni- 
verſally known and praftis'd from the Beginning 
of the World. We read Gen. iv. 3, 4. In proceſs 
of Time, it came to paſs that Cain brought of the 

ruit of the Ground, an offering to the Lord: And 

Abel he brought of the Firſtlings of his Flock, In- 

ſtead of Proceſs of Time, the Original has it, at the 

End of Days; which End of Days, why might 

it not be oh the Sabbath-Day, the laſt of the Days 

in the Week, then lately ſanctify d by God, to 
the Honour of himſelf in the Creation of the 
B 2 World > 
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World. On this Day Cain might bring the Fruits 
of the Ground, in Teſtimony of his Thanks to 
God, according to God's Appointment; and be- 
cauſe he did not bring with it the Firſtlings of his 
Flock, as a Rite of Aronement for his Sins, we 
ſee God would accept no religious Service from 
him Why then, it may be ask'd, did not Cain 
bring this Rice of Atonement, as Abel did? The 
probable Account of it is, he, like our modern 
Deiſts, rely'd upon his own well doing, as we read 
from the Expoltulation of God with him ; whilſt 
Abel rely'd upon the Atonement for Sin, provided 
by God, and was accepted. Of this Kind was the 
Faith of Abel and all thoſe great Men recorded in 
the Epiltle ro the Hebrews, who are gone up to 
Heaven, evermore to dwell with God. And if 
there is any Truth in the Goſpel Revelation, no 
one mult expect to come thither, but by a true 
Faith like theirs, which was a Reliance on the po- 
ſitive Inſtitutions reveal d by God, join'd with the 
one great Propitiation for the Sins of the World. 
From the Fall of Man, we find God entring into 
Covenant with Man, the Terms of which has 
been in all Ages the tame, Man accepted in it thro' 
Faith, 1. e. a Reliance on the revea!'d Word of God. 
And if we conſider, muſt not we judge, that had 
not God graciouſly pleaſcd to have inſtituted ſome 
Method of Reconciliation for Sinners, for want of 
it, thro' the Sins of Men, all true Religion had 
ccaſed in the World? 

For the Sins of Men, according both to Reaſon 
and Revelation, muſt make God offended with 
them: In ſuch a Caſe Ideſire to know how I 
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Love or Toy towards God, can ariſe in us, till he 
ſhall pleaſe to reveal the Terms of our Reconcili- 
ation with him. We cannot hope for Succels in 
our Prayers, nor lift up our Hearts in any Kind of 
Praiſes to him; we cannot thank him for Crea- 
tion, till we are ſure he will not puniſh that Life 
he has given us, in Miſery, for our Sins. In ſuch a 
State of Things, nothing but Darknefs, Sorrow and 
Melancholy lies before us, and with it all hol Cor- 


' reſpondence with God, is diſſolved. As Sin thus 


puts an End to all our Truſt in God, to all our 
Happineſs both here and hereafter, till God ſhall 
offer the Terms of our Acceptance with himſelf: So 
theſe gracious Terms being tix'd thro' Jeſus Cbriſt, 
tis beyond all Exception clear, that God will ac- 
cept no Act of Adoration or religious Honour of- 
fer d up ro him, but by the Merits of Feſus Chriſt, 
without his Aſſiſtance no Salvation is to be expect- 
ed: Thro' him all the ancient Sacrifices were ac- 


cepted with God, and thro' him evermore muſt 


all religious Worſhip have Acceſs to the Father. 
His Covenant is truly called the Covenant of 
Grace, for by it alone we can, with a juſt Confi- 
dence approach the Throne of God, from whence 
all Bleſſings are to deſcend upon us thro his In- 
terceſſion. 

If Men could be brought to conſider ſeriouſſy 
the Nature of Sin, how much Injuſtice and Ingra- 
tirade there is in it; how much Contempt it ar- 
gues towards God; how contrary to every No- 
tion of our beſt Rezlog: They muſt judge upon 
every cool Reflexion, that no Bleſſing in the 
World can be fo great, no Act of Benevolence fo 

extenſive 
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extenſive as to have the Pardon of their Sins infal. 
libly ſecured to them: And if the Means of Re- 
conciliation with God was purchaſed by the Inter- 
ceſſion of a powerful Friend, who is highly ho- 
noured by God, and who was able to manifeſt the 
Evidences of this Reconciliation beyond all Con- 
tradiction, I cannot help thinking, that that Man 
is groſly ſtupid, or downright mad, who does not 
of all Things accept the Offer with the utmoſt 
Gratitude, and highly honour the Perſon who was 
able to procure ſo invaluable a Bleſſing for them. 

Such Sentiments as theſe, which Reaſon teaches 
every Man, lead us diredly to embrace the Chri- 
ſtian Covenant, which is nothing more than a Diſ- 
penſation of the higheſt Benevolence in God to- 
wards Man, not now repreſented in Creation and 
Preſervation, but pardoning their Sins, and pre- 
ſerving them from eternal Miſery, united to the 
higheſt Inſtances of Obedience expected in Pro- 
portion from them. In one Word, The Myſtery 
of our Redemption being full of the higheſt Be- 
nefits to us, that the moſt ſovereign and godlike 
Love can beſtow; tis propoſed to us on the 
moſt equitable and gracious Terms in the World, 
the only loving him above all Things for it. 

Men do not ordinarily want Parts and Learning 
to ſee theſe plain Truths, but then Men of Parts 
and Learning grow conceited of their vain Phi- 
loſophy, they want an humble Spirit, which ſel- 
dom dwells in the Breaſt of the Philoſopher; and 
there is ſo much Pride generally mingled with hu- 
man Reaſon, that the greateſt Admirers of it ſeem 


to think that they want not the Grace of God, for 
want 
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want of which, we are taught by God and our 
own too frequent Experience, Men will never 
obtain a true Reliſh for that divine Wiſdom which 
came down from above. 

Philoſophy is, indeed, a fine Amuſement to the 
Mind, and has yielded ſome Help to Religion; it 
has illuſtrated the Power and Wiſdom of God in 
Creation and Preſervation; but then here it ſtops, 
it affords no certain Rule of Duty, no Hopes of 
Pardon for Sinners, no Heaven for the Reward of 
an imperfe& Obedience, and therefore can never 
begetin us an heavenly Diſpoſition of Mind. Here 
then let us adore the Goodneſs of God, for that 
higheſt Miracle of his Love, propoſed by the Death 
of his Son: Tis ſuch a glorious Manifeſtation of 
himſelf, as has more than anſwer'd all the Hopes 
and Expectations of ſinful Man from his great 
Creator. : 

The Redemption of the World from Sin, and a 
Covenant-Right to eternal Happineſs are the never 
failing Springs of yielding ſupreme Honour to God, 
and endleſs Comfort to ourſelves. Let us reve- 
rently read, and ever delight ourſelves in thoſe 
Holy Scriptures that have filled up the Glory of 
the Godhead, with ſuch a Plenitude of Goodneſs 
and Mercy to Man, from whence we are taught 
molt truly to honour him, not from the awtul 
Notions of his Power, but by filling our Devotion 
with the higheſt Sentiments of Love to him. As 
we are created over again unto good Works by 
9.745 Chr1/t, juſtify d freely by his Grace, and to 

finally bleſſed by his undeſerved Mercy, let us 
carefully remember to put away from us all Boaſt- 


ing 


616) 
ing of our ſelves, for it is not our own Counſel that 
hath done it, it 7s the Gift of God, concluding all 
our Addreſſes to him, as he has moſt juſtly taught 
us, ſaying, Thine is the Kingdom, the Power and 
the Glory, for ever and ever. 

Theſe are the general Sentiments of Love and 
Honour which our holy Religion teaches us to- 
wards the great original of all Power, Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs in the World. I ſhall proceed far- 
ther, to obſerve ſome ſpecial Methods pointed out 
to us by our holy Religion, of doing Honour to 
God; which tho' as clearly deducible from the 
Scriptures as the former, yet great Numbers a- 
mongſt us, do not ſeem to think that the Honour 
of God is promoted by the Obſervance of them. 
| Firſt then, I ſhould obſerve that Kings, and all 

that are in Authority, are enjoined to give all due 
Encouragement to God's true Religion, to adorn 
it by their own Example, and to protect it by civil 
Authority: This God expects from them in Re- 
turn for that Authority which he gives them, and 
which can never be exerted in ſo godlike a Man- 
ner, as when employ'd to encourage true Religion, 
to degrade Vice and Prophaneneſs, and ro make 
them appear in the World, as they really are, baſe 
and contemptible. 

We, whoſe Duty it is to obey the King, muſt 
ſubmit to his Authority in the Execution of ſuch 
Laws, learning from our holy Religion to honour 
him, as bearing the Scepter of God upon Earth, 
conſtituted by him to derive the Bleſſings of civil 
Society upon us. And when Princes do thus uſe 
their Authority, in Protection of God's * 
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and ſupporting the Religion of him whoſe Name, 
whoſe Power, whoſe Office in Heaven he ſuſtains 
upon Earth; and when the People do chearfully 
obey their Prince, not throꝰ a ſlaviſn Fear of his Pu- 
niſhment, but out of Conſcience thro” their Duty 
to God; then are both King and People declared 
in Scripture to do Honour to God himſelf: For 
whilſt the Prince lends his Authority in giving the 
utmoſt Encouragement to our holy Religion, rhe 
People will pay all due Honour to their Prince, 
which Honour is reflected back upon the Divinity 
of God himſelf, deriv'd upon and ſhining in him. 
And alcho' God does not think fir to make 
choice of the ſeveral Governors of the World un- 
der him, by the ſpecial Deſignation of Prophets, as 
he did of old, many Times, to his peculiar People 
Tirael; therefore the Laws of every Country muſt 
regulate the Choice of a royal Perſon and Family 
for themſelves; yet what every one, that believes 
the holy Scriptures, will continue to thinł is, that 
all the Power is from God, and therefore the Power 
they are inveſted with, comes from God. Accord- 
ingly the Church of England reaches all thoſe in 
Communion wich her, to obey the King for God's 
Sake, adding this to be her Judgment, according 
to God's bleſſed Word and Ordinance. x 
Upon the ſame principle of honouring God does 
our holy Religion teach us to honour thoſe who 
are ſent or entruſted with Power by the King; and 
we are told, in ſo many expreſs Words, that the 
Deciſions they give, under the View of promoting 
Religion and the good Order of Government, is 
the Judgment of God: As they are called Gods 
upon Earth, this ſhould reach them to be no Re- 
C ſpecter 
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ſpecter of Perſons, for this is God's own Account 
of himſelf; and without doubt, ſhould they ever 
give wrong Judgment, under any ſiniſter View, or 
private Regard to the Perſons of Men, this is at once 
to deſecrate the holy Station, and diſhonour the 
God of Truth, in whoſe Place they ſtand, by a 
deluſive and wicked Behaviour. 

As itis the Duty of Mankind to honour Princes 
and all that are in Authority under them, for God's 
Sake, for the ſame Reaſon ſhould both King and 
People unite in offering to the Prieſt the Honour 
duc unto him. The Miſſion of the Prieſt is from 
the holy Teſts, as Feſus was from God the Father, 
and the Bleſſings that are derived upon the People 
by him, are deriv'd from God, by him, for his Son's 
Sake. 

God hath conſtituted the King and the Prieſt his 
Repreſentatives upon Earth, the one to diſpenſe 
temporal Peace and Felicity, the other ſpiritual 
Grace and Inſtruction. By their Hands, ſays a ju- 
dicious and vigilant Prelate of our Church, are the 
holy Ordinances of the Chriſtian Religion admini- 
fired; by their Tongues is theWord of God explain- 
ed and inforced; they are choſen of God, as was 
Aaron, to preach to and pray for the People, to 
bleſs them in the Name of God *, to adminiſter 
Grace, to ſeal his Covenant; in a Word, to apply 
all thoſe ſpiritual Means of Reconciliation, which 
God derives upon the People thro' the Goſpel Co- 
venant; for as the Grace of God is promis'd only 
within the Pale of his Church, ſo he who refuſes to 
come into this Church, or turns Apoſtate from it, 
or deſpiſes the Ordinances of God, by which this 
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Grace is derived, has no Reaſon to expect it; fox 
God will certainly honour his own Inſtitutions, and 
every Contempt thrown upon the Authority of 
Chriſtian Prieſts, Jeſus Chri/t hath told us, he will 
judge to be done to himſelt, who left them in Com- 
miſſion from himſelf, on purpole to execute lo much 
of his own mediatorial Office, as was neceflary in 
all Ages to be performed upon Earth, whilſt he 
executes the other Part in Heaven for us. The 
Chriſtian Prieſt thus conſecrated to his Office, by 
the Authority of God, asks for Protection from the 
Civil Power in the Execution of it. When he asks 
for ſuch a Maintenance as is ſuitable to his holy 
Character, he is authoriſed to ask it in the Name 
of his Maſter Jeſus Chriſt. And this we are (ure of, 
that every true Belicycr will diſcharge the Duty he 
owes to the Miniſters of holy Things, with the ut- 
moſt Chearfulneſs, when he is duly (ſenſible of rhe 
Honour he owes to Fe/us Chriſt, and of the many 
ineſtimable Benefits he receives thro' their Mini- 
{try from the Chriſtian Inſtitution; for there is no 
Man that ſincerely believes in the Chriſtian Religi- 
on, and truly conſiders the Nature of the prieltly 
Office, but muſt highly eſteem a Chriſtian Prieſt for 
his Commiſſion and his Work's ſake : And tho' they 
are deſpiſed and rejected in the World, many Times, 
yet this is not carried by Reaſon, but by the Vote of 
a corrupt Generation of Men. True Religion, and , 
its pious Miniſters can have but one Intereſt, and 
ought therefore to be ever one in Eſteem in the 
World; but when Mankind become either wicked 
in their Morals, or Infidels in Opinion, I allow they 
are then conſiſtent with themſelves, when they de- 
ſpiſe the pious Miniſters of the Chriſtian * ; 
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but for Men to pretend to believe Chriſtianity and 
contemn a Chriſtian Prieſt, acting up to his Chara- 
fer, is a manifeſt Contradiction: For is it not impoſ- 
{ible to believe that Feſus Chrift ſent the Miniſters 
of his Goſpel, and not highly honour, and chearfully 
reward the Perſons ſent by him? Is it not impoſſi- 
ble ro honour the Son for reconciling us to God, 
and not to honour the Prieſt to whom this Miniſt 

of Reconciliation is committed? And tho' I (ee 
many Marks of Apoſtaſy from the Chriſtian Faith, 
in great Numbers amongſt us, yet none is a ſurer Sign 
of it, than the Diſeſteem of the Clergy, none more 
effectual to bring Religion into Diſcredit; for if it 
once ſhould become a general Doctrine, that the 
Miſſion of the Prieſt is not from God, the next Step 
will be to reject that Miniſtry, to deſpiſe what they 
preach, and to perſuade the People, that the Do- 
ctrine they inculcate is not from God, but their 
own Invention. As it is a great Honour done to 
ſinful Men, to be the Dienten of this heavenly Do- 
ctrine to the People, ſo leaſt the People ſnould con- 
ceive any wrong Apprehenſion of their Doctrine, 
thro' a mean Opinion of their Order, it ſeems to be 
their Duty, at ſome Scaſons, to lay before them the 
Excellence and Uſe of the Commiſſion they have 
received from the great Author of their Religion, 
following herein rhe great Example of the Apoſtle 
St. Paul, who took care prudently to inſtil into the 
Hearts of his Diſciples, a due Senſe of his holy 
Commiſſion along with his heavenly Doctrine. 
Bur if after all their pious Endeavours to benefit 
Mankind, they ſtill meet with rude Treatment, they 
mult call to Mind the Words of their dying Maſter, 
who told them, that the Servant muſt not expect 


1 
* 
4 
. 
. 
= 
* 
N 
0 
2 
* 
* 
d 


(21) 
be above his Lord,; that wwhen they had firft deſpiſed 
him, they would of courſe reject his Miniſters; and 
learn from thence to follow his Patience for the 
great Joy that is ſet before them hereafter. 

As I am conſidering the ſeveral Ways by which 
we are taught to honour God in the World, ſo we 
are led both by Nature and Revelation to judge, 
that whenever the Power, the Wiſdom, or the 
Goodneſs of God is derived upon, or copied by the 
Creature, ſo far the Creature is intituled to propor- 
tionate Degrees of Reſpect: This is not to deify 
the Creature, but to refer the Merit and the Ho- 
nour back to him from whom it deſcended. 

In this Senſe human Nature is truly honourable, 
as it bears the Image of God; and tho' a wick- 
ed Man is a very deſpicable Creature, yet few Men 
have fo far ſtained the divine Superſcription, but 
that ſome Degrees of Reverence will be due to 
them. And ſince it is the ſacred Volume alone, that 
has given us a true Account of ourſelves, it might 
be expected that that very Pride which fo often 
leads off the grave Pretender to Philbſophy, to pre- 
fer his own Imaginations to the inſpired Writings, 
would at length bring him back to reverence the 
ſacred Hiſtory for the Honour there given to Man, 
both in his original and final State. 

Reaſon teaches us, that every Reſemblance of the 
divine Nature is entitled to our Eſteem, wherever 
it is found; add to this what Revelation teaches, 
That every good and perfect Gift cometh down from 
above. One of theſe Truths will teach us to ho- 
nour the Man of Knowledge, as repreſenting in 
ſome Degree the Wildom of God, the Man of Au- 
thority, his Power; the other will teach the Men 
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of Power and Knowledge, not to overvalue them- 
ſelves as poſſeſſing Excellencies not their own. 

But let us obſerve, above all others, to pay the 
greateſt Honour to the truly good Man, for he it is 
that gives us the faireſt Repreſentation upon Earth, 
of the great Original in Heaven: As in a Picture 
that is the beſt Copy, whoſe Features are diſtinct, 
whoſe Colours freſh, and whoſe Air approaches 
neareſt to the Life; ſo in the Compariſon before 
us, the truly good Man gives us a View of the moſt 
intimate and excellent Part of the divine Nature; 
he lays open the Mind of God to publick View in 
the Regularity of his Will, and gives us the beſt 
Idea of the divine Wiſdom, in the Morality of his 
Actions; he has copied that Attribute which ſhines 
with the moſt diſtinguiſh'd Luſtre in the Glory 
of the Godhead, or rather all three great Perfecti- 
ons of his Nature, for in true Goodnels there is 
ever united true Wiſdom and Greatneſs. And he 
who deſires to attain this brighteſt Side of the di- 
vine Image, muſt firſt become a Diſciple of the holy 
Jeſus, who has taught us the only Way to put on 
the new Man, which, after God, is created in true 
Holineſs. 

A Mind thus truly renew'd by the Spirit of God, 
and cxcrting itſelf in all the Parts of a Goſpel Cha- 
rity to Mankind, gives human Nature a greater 
Ornament than all other poliſhing in the World 
without it: And certainly ſuch a Man is the no- 
bleſt Sight upon Earth, to any one who can difcern 
with any Pleaſure the beautiful Colours of genuine 
Virtue; and he whocan treat ſuch an one with Con- 
tempt or Deriſion, may not only be charged with 
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( 23) 
wards God, for in ſuch Temples the holy Spirit 
now dwelleth. 

One would imagine that ſo much Order and 
Beauty of Action, ſo much Love to Mankind as 
flows from the Conduct of a Man regulated by 
Chriſtian Principles, would ever cnticle him to a 
preat Degree of Honour and Eſteem in the World; 

ut ſince we find it much otherwiſe, from a Gene- 
ration of Men greatly vitiated in Taſte and Princi- 
7 it becomes the Chriſtian Magiſtrate to afford 

im the utmoſt Protection from civil Authority: 
And happy will it be for that Magiſtrate, that ſhall 
ever employ the Authority which God hath given 
him, in the conſtant Protection of God's Children 
upon Earth, and in Reſentment: of the Scorn and 
Injuries caſt upon them by evil Men. 

Before I diſmiſs this Head, I ought to mention 
the peculiar Care of the poor Man, who is recom- 
mended to us in ſuch a Manner, that we arc told 
in holy Scripture, we do Honour to God by re- 
lieving him: He that giveth to the Poor lendeth 
to the Lord. And our Saviour tells us, when we 
viſit the Sick, and relieve the Poor in Priſon, that 
he will accept ſuch Acts of Mercy as done to himſelf. 

In like Manner, they who pay their Tithe to 
the Prieſt, arc (aid to pay it to God; and he who 
robs the Prieſt to rob God. The Truth is, the 
Prieſt repreſents his Maſter in the Office of Media- 
tor, and the Poor our Saviour in his ſuffering Hu- 
manity; and they are both appointed by God, to 
receive in his Name thoſe Tributes of ſuſtice and 
Gratitude, which ate due to him on Account of 
Creation and Preſetvation, above all Redemption 
of us by his Son, 
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We have undeniable Proof, that Mankind from 
the Beginning offer d up the Fruits of their Ground, 
and the Firſtlings of their Flocks to the Service of 
God. From thence we fairly preſume that God had 
appointed they ſhould do fo, for this plain Reaſon, 
becauſe Nature did not herſelf teach expreſſy this 
Method of honouring God. Under the Fei In- 
ſtitution this Practice is clearly warranted by divine 
Authority, founded by God on his Right of Crea- 
tion and Preſervation, adding thereto the Redemp- 
tion from Slavery, and the Poſſeſſion of the Land 
of Canaan to his People Iſrael. 

And as Mankind is ſtill created, preſerved and 
bleſſed with all the good Things in Lite, by a par- 
ricular indulgent Providence over them; as there is a 
Covenant offer'd them with God, more honour- 
able and beneficial than was that of Mofes, don't 
there remain ſtronger Reaſons why ſuch Methods 
of devout Acknowledgment to God, are not to 
ceaſe with the Jewiſh Covenant? When our Savi- 
our ſays, Give Alms and all Things are clean unto 
you, he plainly reaches us, that God 7s to be ho- 
noured with our Subſtance, and that the very Uleof 
our Eſtates is forbidden us, by the Lord of the whole 
Earth, till the whole is fan&tify'd by an Offering of 
Part to him. And ſince we have the Command of 
God, nothing can be plainer, than that ſuch Offer- 
ings give a ſtronger Proof of a religious Truſt in 
God, and of the Sincerity of our Love to him, than 
any Form of Words without them can ſpeak tor us. 

God's Right of Dominion over us ſubſiſting ever- 
more, we may obſerve he ſtill continues not only to 
make his Demand, but to direct the Methods how 
cheſe our devout Acknowledgments ſhould be paid 
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unto him; he telleth us, by his Son, Ct he an 
receiveth the Miniſters of his Goſpel, receive 
himſelf, that they who wait at his Altar, are 10 
live by the Altar, that they who preach the Gof- 
pel, are to live by the Goſpel, that be who is 
faught in the Word, muſt communicate unto him 
that teacheth in all good Things; that as it was 
ordained for the Miniſters of the Altar, even jo it 
es for the Miniſters of his Goſpel. Here is abun- 
dant Proof that God expects we ſhould go on in 
all Ages, to dedicate Part of our Subſtance to the 
Service of God; and that he may make Proviſion 
for the poor Man, the Widow, the Naked, and 
the Stranger, our Lord takes them likewiſe under 
his own immediate Protection, and declares, that 
whatever good Office we ſhall do them, ont of 
Love to him, he will accept as done to himſelf. 
Some have thought that the Proportion of 
our Subſtance to be paid to the Miniſters in holy 
Things, is not exprefly meaſured out in the New 
Teſtament. Should we grant it, yer, ſince Men 
were firſt taught to pay the Tributes of Grati- 
tude for Creation and Preſervation, and the eu 
w particular ro make very bountiful Rerurns for 
his Releaſe from Bondage in Egypt; let him that 
has been created, is daily bleis d and preſerved, 
that has been ſo graciouſly redeemed from Sin 
and everlaſting Deſtruction, judge himſelf how 
far a true Senle of his own Condition will inſpire 
him to abound in all the Parts of this Duty to 
God: A Refula!, now we are aſſured from the 
Bible, thar the good God expects this very Proof, 
amongſt others, of the Sincerity of our Obedi- 
ence to him, is chargeable wich Want of Juſtice 
D to 
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to God and Love to Jeſus Chriſt, and indeed 
an entire Diſbcheft of both the Teſtaments. 

As theſe are Principles of honouring God, 
which the Bible teaches us, one might imagine, 
that Men, who pretend any Love to Chriſtianity, 
would be ſo far from envying the Miniſtets of 
the Goſpel an honourable Maintenance amongſt 
them, that they would really intreat them to ac- 
cept it for Chriſt's Sake, and think no Part of their 
Subſtance fo well employ'd, as thro' pious Of- 
ferings made to Perſons whom God 4. appoint- 
ed to receive them in his own Name. 

But if Men have no regard either to the Old 
or New Teſtamenr, in this Argument, we appeal 
to the common Senſe of all Mankind, who never 
rcad the Bible. Prophane Hiſtory informs us that 
there never was any Nation in the World, be- 
fore the coming of Chriſt, that had not Sacrifices 
in it, and Prioſts to offer them; and from the Sa- 
criſices the Prieſts had always a Share for his 
Maintenance. The Greek Writers ſay, that the 
moſt ancient Inhabitants of Greece paid the tenth 
of their Corn and their Cattel to Hercules; and 
ſo well known in ſublequent Ages, was the Cu- 
ſtom of paying the tench Part to the Gods, that 
the Word d is commonly uſed as a gene- 
ral Term, to expreſs the conſecrating their Sub- 
ſtance ro them. There was a Law in Rome, as 
old as Numa, enjoining likewiſe the Payment of 
their Tenchs to Hercules; and Pliny ſays of that 
People, that iz was not lawful amongſt them to 
taſte their Wine or their Fruits 'cill they had offer'd 
the Primitiæ to the ſame Deity. Innumerable 
Inſtances are taken Notice of, both by the 3 
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and Roman Writers, of the great Men in both 
Countries, paying the Tenth Part of all that 
they poſleſs'd, to one God or another, of their 
Corn and Wine and Merchandize, of Spoils taken 
in War, and indeed of every Thing. And 'tis 
common with them to attribute the Calamitics 
of their Nations, at different Seaſons, to a Neglect 
of paying their Due in this Manner to the Deities. 
And Rights and Uſages like theſe, are mention d 
by good Writers to have been paid by all Na- 
tions, and generally too in the tenth Part. If we 
enquire into the Meaning of theſe Offerings pay'd 
to their Deirſſs, we find ſafficient Intimation given, 
that herein the ſeveral Nations intended to ex- 
preſs the Dominion of the Gods over them; 
that it was from their Gift they received their 
Eſtates, from their Bleſſing the Encreaſe of thcir 
Labours. 

If we go on to ask, from whence ſuch Notions 
ſhould ſpread amongſt them of honouring God 
with their Subſtance, ſince Nature did not ex- 
preſly teach it? We cannot anſwer with thoſe 
who imagine it to be taken from the Fews, for 
the Jews were a very contemptible People to the 
Heathens; nor is it likely that they (hould be very 
fond of borrowing ſo expenſive a Cuſtom as vow- 
ing the yearly Tenth of all their Subſtance to 
their Gods, becauſe the eus did ſo: Much lels 
do I like that abſurd Notion of others, who tell 
us, that the Jews borrow'd their Cuſtoms from 
their idolatrous Neighbours; for ſuch a Delign is 
plainly contradicted by the very Foundation of 
the Tew!/b Inſtitution, which was to put a perpe- 
tual Separation between them and their Neighbouis 
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in a State of Idolatry. The Truth then ſeems to 
be, that the Method of doing Honour to God, 
by Mens Subſtance, together with the Inſtitu- 
tion of the Prieſthood and Sacrifices, are 
the oldeſt Pieces of Religion in the World; 
for as they were univerſally ſpread over the 
whole World, before the coming of CEr:ift, and 
no intrinſick Reaſon poſſible to be given, why a 
tenth Part, rather than an eighth or a |cwclfth 
ſhould have been paid; there remains no tolerable 
Account to be given of bringing ſuch Cuſtoms 
into the World, but by the Parent of Mankind, 
and reſolving them back from him to the great 
Creator of a Things. And tho' the Command 
might be forgot, in proceſs of Time, in the Hea- 
then World, yer the Practice might afterwards 
calily ſubſiſt upon the Tradition from their Fa- 
thers, and the Equity there ſeem'd to be in pays» 
ing back Part to the Gods from whom they re- 
ceived the whole. 

Theſe Cuſtoms univerſally ſpread like the come 
mon Diviſion of Time into Weeks of ſeven Days, 
which plainly wears the Memorial of the Me- 
thods of God's creating the World, defcrib'd by 
Moſes, afford us, with ſome others that I could 
produce, a very good collateral Proof of the Ve- 
racity of the Old Teſtament. Upon the whole, 
they who contend for the No- Neceſſity of offer- 
ing up a Share of their Subſtance to the Service of 
God, betray great Infidelity both to the Old and 
New Teſtament; but they argue not more againſt 
the Bible, than againſt the common Senſe of the beſt 
Men in all Ages; they think as abſurdly as man 
others, who are for no viſible Worſhip of Al. 
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mighty God to be inſtituted amongſt us; both 
which Notions, in my Opinion, plainly diſcover 
an Averſion to all Religion whatſoever. 

I proceed, in the next Place, to enquire into a 
particular Method of honouring God, expected 
from the civil Magiſtrate, in giving due Pro- 
teQion to Religion, and puniſhing thoſe who en- 
deavour to ſubvert it. 

In this Argument we may obſerve, that we 
are oppos'd ty a Set of Writers, who declare a- 
gainſt all civil Eſtabliſhment of any Religion but 
the Law of Nature; and in the next Place, thar 
an Attempt to ſubvert the Chriſtian Religion, 
ought not to ſubject them to the Puniſhment of 
the Civil Magiſtrate. 

In debating theſe two Propoſitions, I think it 
may be undeniably affirm'd, that when different 
Schemes of Religion are propos'd to the Perſons 
inveſted with the ſupreme Authority in any State, 
they have the fame natural Right, that any 
other Man can claim, of following their own 
Judgments in rhe Choice of a Religion for them- 
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I chink ir equally clear, that they muſt recom- 
mend ſome Scheme of viſible Religion to the Sub- 
ject, ſome outward Form of the Worſhip of Al- 
mighty God, and that for this plain Reaſon a- 
mongſt many others, becauſe a publick Worſhip 
of God, in ſome outward and viſible Form, is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary for the very Being of Society; for 
if you take away theſe outward Forms, by which 
Men ſhew to one another that they worſhip 
God, they will then give no viſible Proof to 
one anothe?, that rhey belicye in God; the Con- 
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ſequence of which will be, that there will ariſe, 
in ſuch a Society, a mutual Diſtruſt of one ano- 
thers Faith, Juſtice, Sincerity. 

Publick Forms of Worſhip are not only neceſ- 
ſary Parts of Duty to God, as they do him the 
greateſt Honour and preſerve a due Senſe of Re- 
ligion in the World above all other, but an Ad- 
herence to them gives us generally the beſt Teſts 
to judge of Mens inward Regard to any Belief 
in God at all. And if Men are not willing to 
ſhew by ſome publick Worſhip of God, that they 
believe in God, no one in the Society will think it 
ſafe to give ſuch much Credit in Matters of Com- 
merce with them; and when a general Diſtruſt 
of one another is introduced amongſt Mankind, 
all the Benefits of Society are at once diſſolv d. 
I appeal to the common Senſe of Mankind, whe- 
ther this be not true; and whether the Generali- 
ty of Mankind do not ſuſpect that Man, whom 
they ſee to live in an open Diſregard to, or De- 
fiance of all viſible Worſhip of Almighty God, to 
have his Heart not rightly diſpoſed ro any Be- 
lief in God at all. | 

I know in this Age, where Men make large 
Profeſſions of their Honour, they will rake it 
very ill, if their Honour does nor procure them an 
univerſal Eſteem and Credit in the World. But 
what do Men by mean their Honour? Surely we 
have all the Proof that Expericnce can give us, 
that Honour is nothing but a mere Creature of 
the Imagination, of no real Uſe in Life, unleſs it be 
to deceive Mankind, when 'tis not founded on 
true Principles of Religion. And if Men have 
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on, on a Belief that God will Reward their Virtue, 
and puniſh their Iniquity in a future State; they 
muſt reſolve to go one Step farther, and habituate 
themſelves ro ſome publick Worſhip of Almighty 
God; otherwiſe an inviſible and ſecret Senſe only 
of the Deity cannot raiſe any Truſt in the Minds 
of others, that they entertain any inward Regard 
to God himſelf: For in a Soceiry of Men united 
rogether, under a common Belict, that there is a 
Religion expreſly revealed from Heaven, and 
that this Religion has inſtituted a publick Worſhip 
of Almighty God, a Stander by will be neceſſari- 
ly led to think, that he who complies with no 
viſible Form of divine Worſhip, has no real Re- 
ligion at all. 

Some outward Form of the Worſhip of Almigh- 
ty God, is then abſolutely neceſſary for Society, 
were there no other Reaſons, bur to convince 
Mankind that we ſincerely believe in God. And 
if ſome outward Form of Worſhip be neceſſary, 
then ſome publick Proviſion of Laws and Rules for 
Miniſters to celebrate this viſible Worſhip, and the 
like, are equally neceſſary. Join theſe Things to- 
gether, and we are got already to our Concluſion, 
which is, that a civil Eſtabliſhment of Religion 
is neceſſaty for Society; for a national Proviſion 
for the ourward Worſhip of Almighty God, by ci- 
vil Authority, join'd wich proper Laws and Rules, 
and Miniſters ro attend upon ir, is creating at 
once what we mean by the Eſtabliſhment of 
Religion by civil Authority. 

"Tis anallow'd Maxim in Government, that the 
ſupreme Magiſtracy is the final Judge of, and may 
freely make uſe of all lawful Expedients neceſſary 
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to govern the People withal, committed to their 
Care; in which Number, we are warranted from 
the beſt Experience in human Life, to inſert a vi- 
ſible Eſtabliſhment of the publick Worſhip of Al- 
mighty God, which publick Proviſion ſtands con- 
firm'd by the Authority of God himſelf, in a well 
known Inſtance, and is recommended to us from 
the __ Founders of Empires, and the Wiſdom 
of all the Lawygivers in every State that ever were 
in the World : Which Argument one would ima- 
gine, would ſilence, at leaſt, the Freethinkers; but 
ſince no Reaſon or Example will convince ſuch 
Men, we may preſume, that no Government will 
be willing to gratify them, contrary to all truc 
Senſe of Religion to all Reaſons of publick Uti- 
lity, and contrary to the Judgment of the wileſt 
Men that ever were in the World. 

Hitherto the Concluſion ſeems to ſtand clear of 
all Except ion; let us go on to obſerve, that when 
they, who have the ſupreme Authority in civil So- 
ciety, have ſettled ſome Scheme of publick Wor- 
ſhip of Almighty God, if they find ſuch a Pro- 
viſion greatly to advance the Welfare of Society, 
may they not go on to recommend it to the 
hearty Opinion of the Subject, and encourage it 
by all ſuch Marks as are legally in their own 
Power? May not ſuch a Power, in any State, ap- 
point Perſons for, and Places of publick Inſtructi- 
on, in the Reaſons and Grounds of ſuch Worſhip? 
May not Perſons, inveſted with ſupreme Authority, 
honour and reward the Subjects, according to the 
Love and Honour they pay to their own eſta- 
bliſh'd Manner of religious Worſhip? Tis =y 
natural to think they ſhould do fo, the public 
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Happineſs of the State requires it of them; and if 
they believe that their own Religion is the only 
true Way of honouring God, they will think it 
their Duty as well as Intereſt, to entruſt all the 
great Offices of State in the Hands of ſuch Per- 
ons, as are eminently diſtinguiſh'd for their Love 
to it; they will likewiſe make ſuch honoutable 
Proviſion for the Miniſters of it, as ſhall engage 
Men of Learning and Abilities, to dedicate theit 
ives, to the immediate Service of it ; that each of 
theſe, by the Dignity of their Station, and the 
Holineſs of their Lives, may reflect back ſome Ho- 
nour and Credit upon that Religion, which they 
have thought it their Duty to eſtabliſh by civil 
Authority. 2 5 
If aſter ſuch Methods of publick Inſtruction 
taken, Part of the Subjects cannot conform, no 
one abſolutely requires under Pain of corporal or 
any civil Puniſhments, that they ſhould ; for 1 
am not contending for violent Compullioris to a 
particular Perſuaſion in Religion, becauſe I know 
that A true Senſe of Religion mult ariſe, in a great 
Meaſure, from an inward Conviction of Mind, 
to which an otitward Compulſion will offer no 
Motive. If Men then, thro' Conſciences truly ſcru- 
pulous, ask for a Permiſſion to enjoy their own 
Opinion with Freedom, they ſhall have my Leave 
heartily to have it; but farther than this, I can 
ſee no Reaſon that a Government can be ask d 
with Reaſon to grant; for tho no Government 
can juſtly take away Mens natural Rights, in 
which Number I place that of private Opinion; 
yet let a Man ſhew me it he can, that there is any 
Claim in the Law of Nature or civil Society, to 
| E ridicule 
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tidicule others in the Enjoyment of their Opinion 
actively to inſult the Religion of the Prince, the 
Nobility and the far greater Part of the People of 
the Society. To contend for ſuch a Power, is to 
challenge a Power of diſſolving the fundamental 
Bonds on which the very Peace and Order of Socie- 
ty is united; and therefore every Dictate of Nature, 

every Bond of civil Society reſiſt and refute it. 
Let us go on to ſuppoſe, that a certain Method 
of publick divine Worſhip has engaged the ſu- 
preme Magiſtracy, the Nobility, and all the higher 
Orders of the State on its Side; that it has paſs d 
the Vote of the People themſelves, legally repre- 
ſented; that by long Experience it has been found 
to yield a noble Support to civil Society in the 
ſeveral Doctrines which it teaches; and that no 
Part of the cſtabliſh'd Religion can be charged 
with bringing any Injury to the rational or ſocial 
Nature of Man; that for theſe and many other 
Reaſons, it has been gradually riveted by Cuſtom 
and expreſs Law, into the very Frame of the 
civil Conſtitution it (elf, till at length every Sub- 
ject of ſuch State may claim a Right to the 
open Profeſſion of ſuch Religion, every Miniſter 
of it, his Reward for his Service, in the ſame Man- 
ner they claim any other Right, upon the Foot 
of a legal and civil Eſtabliſhment: When Matters 
have been thus gradually and maturely ſettled, 
can it be expected that the ſupreme Authority, in 
ſuch a State, ſhould ſuſpend a noble and ſalutary 
Proviſion, for publick Peace and Safety, every 
Time old Exceptions, that have been clearly an- 
ſwer'd over and over, are made to this Scheme, 
or whenever a few Patrons of ayowed W 
nels, 
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neſs, ſhall harangue the People againſt all civil 
Eſtabliſhment of any viſible Religion Whatever: 
Shall it become the Wiſdom of the Government 
to pull down Churches, and diſſolve a publick 
Proviſion for the Miniſters of Religion, in order 
to gratify a few (clfiſh Men? 

So tender have all civiliz'd Nations been of the 
Miniſters of the national Religion, that they haye 
ever granted them ſpecial Immunities above the 
reſt of the Subjects: And the Roman Law went 
ſo far as to except the Things conſecrated to the 
Service of Religion, out of the ordinary Rules of 
Preſcription to the Property of others *. 

And Cicero goes farther yet, and declares, that 
it was the common Law of all Nations, that no 
Preſcription whatever ſhall give a juſt Poſſeſſion 
5 * Property once belonging to the immortal 

ods . | 

By ſuch and many other ſpecial Indulgences, 
the ſeveral Governments of the World intended 


to give a peculiar Protection to the Religion of 


their Countries, an Eſtabliſhment of which, they 
imagined, did ſo much Honour to God, and de- 
rived ſo great Happineſs to the People. 

And if we conſider this Matter aright, it is 
very clear, that to diſſolve a national Proviſion 
for the Miniſters of a national Religion, carrics 
in it an Attempt to diſſolve one Bond of the na- 
tional Church: For as there can be no national 
Religion, without Miniſters to celebrate ir, ſo I 
preſume it will not be expected that Men ſhould 


* See Digeſt. l. xli. t. 3. leg. 9. 5 
+ Communi jure Gentium fancitum eſt, ut nihil mortales a Diis 
immortalibus uſu capere poſſint. Orat. de Haruſp. Reſponſis. 
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dedicate their whole Time to the Service of the 
Altar, without an honourable Maintenance. Take 
away then the national Proviſion for the Mini- 
ſters of Religion, and the national Religion drops 
wich ir: This, L know, will be thought by ſome 
to be a great Bleſſing, to have a Nation without 
a! rieſt in it; but then you ſce it is ſuch a Bleſſin 
as to have a Nation without any viſible Religion, 
or viſible publick Worſhip of Almighty God in it. 
Upon the whole, if Men haye any Exceptions to 
make to the Chriſtian Religion, in any of its Bran- 
ches, when they do it with good Manners, in 
that decent and ſerious Way which becomes an 
Enquiry concerning Truths of the laſt Imporrance 
to Mankind, no one, I believe, will be offended ; 
but then by the ſame Rule in Equity, that the Per- 
ſons inveſted with ſupreme Authority in this King- 
dom, are obliged to hear all that can be ſaid a- 
gainſt the civil Eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity, they 
muſt hear all that can be ſaid for it; and then it 
muſt reſt upon the judgment of the ſupreme Au- 
thority to determine the Diſpute. And if the 
ſupreme Authority of this Nation, does not re- 
voke its preſent civil Eſtabliſhment of Religion, 
nor the Proviſion for its Miniſters, till our Go- 
vernors have heard all that can be ſaid for both 
of them, *rill they have heard how much the 
Honour of God and the Happineſs of Mankind, 
have in all Ages, and will eyermore depend upon 
chem, we may conclude, that the preſcnt State of 
Things will continue as long as the moſt affecti- 
onate Friend of both can deſire. 
'Tis certainly a juſt Obſervation, that true Re- 
ligion fears no impartial Examination; and I hope I 
may 
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may ſay, without Offence, that great Acknowledg- 
ments are due to the two great Nurſeries of this 
Kingdom, which have furniſh'd the Nation with 
great Numbers of learned and religious Men, who 
are willing and able to ſatisfy the Scruples of 
thoſe who ask it of them with Reverence: Bur 
how ſhall we hope to convince thoſe Men, who 
inſtead of Reaſon and Argument, return Ridicule, 
Satyr and Blaſphemy upon all inſtituted Methods 
of Religion amongſt us? When we deſire nothing 
more of them, than a ſerious Debate, concern- 
ing the Evidences of our dear Redeemer's Miſſion, 
we are left to read their Wit, rudely pointed ar 
the ſeveral Parts of his ſacred Character; and no- 
thing more common than to (ee all the Bleſſings 
of the Goſpel openly derided. Nothing in the 
World is a plainer Truth, than that all imagina- 
ble Pains are taken with great Numbers amongſt 
us, both in Writing and Converſation, to ſpread 
a general Reproach on all the Orders of the 
Chriſtian Miniſtry, and, if poſſible, to deſtroy the 
{mall Remains of that religious Regard that is 
due to Things and Perſons ſacred, {till, God be 
thank d, ſubſiſting amongſt us. 

In ſuch a corrupt Generation of Men, what 
room is left for private Reproof; what Hopes of 
Reformation by ſober Reaſoning? And leſt the 
inſpired Writings ſhould remain in any Degree 
of Purity amongſt us, a new Verſion of them has 
been lately publiſh'd, by an Hand who ſcems in- 
duſtrioufly to have corrupted them in many Place, 
and has put the whole into ſuch ridiculous Lan- 
guage, that it ſeems contriv'd on purpoſe to leſſen 
the Reverence for them, amongſt the common 

People, 
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People, and to create endleſs Diviſions in the diffe- 
rent Sects of Believers ſubſiſting amongſt us, 
When Men are arrived to ſuch Heights of Im- 
piety and Lewdnels, that neither Reaſon, good 
Manners, nor any true Senſe of Religion will re- 
ſtrain them, I cannot help thinking, with an ex- 
cellent Writer , who has gone before me in this 
Argument, that the civil Authority may, with 
the ſtricteſt Equity, interpoſe in ſuch Caſes; and 
it he finds no other gentler Method will do, may 
(if he pleaſes) ſtop the Progreſs of Miſchief by 
ſome Coo Puniſhment ; for tis moſt evident 
there can be no Breach of any Right in Nature 
or civil Society, to ſtop a Man from offending the 
Society, and doing Miſchief to others. And 
if the Diſpute ſhould ariſe, whether they do Mif- 
chief to Society or no, by a rude Inſult on the 
Chriſtian Religion, and the Miniſters of it; ſurely 
the civil Magiſtrate muſt be allowed to be the 
Judge, on whole Protection the Safety of the So- 
ciety entirely depends. Such a Reſtraint from the 
Magiſtrate, beſides the Safety it brings along with 
it to the Society, puts miſchievous Men into a 
State of the greateſt Felicity they are capable of in 
this World; I mean an happy Neceſſity of not 
being able to hurt others beſides themſelves. 
A Confinementto a Man who is ever uſing his 
Liberty to do Miſchief, is therefore the greateſt 
Indulgence you can ſhew him; for which indul- 
gent Treatment, ſuch a Man, thus treated, will 
have great Reaſon to thank the civil Magiſtrate, 
when he ſhall return to a right Uſe of his Un- 
derſtanding again. Upon the whole, if we re- 


* Dr. Rogers in his Vindication of the civil Eſtabliſbment. 
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member the Proof already given, that no Govern- 
ment ever did, or can ſubſiſt without due Protecti- 
on given to ſome viſible Worſhip of Almighty God 
in it, it will appear, that he who ſhall inſult the 
eſtabliſh'd Religion, or deny to the Magiſtrate the 
Power of protecting ſuch viſible Worſhip of God, 
by civil Authority, does the very fame Thing as 
it he did, in ſo many Words, deny him the Power 
of 1 the Government committed to his 
Charge. Each Opinion therefore ſtrikes equally 
at the Foundation both of the civil and religious 
Society of this Kingdom: And how ſuch Opi- 
nions, openly maintainꝰd and propagated in the 
World, ought to be anſwer'd, I leave to any ſo- 
ber man to judge. 

The learned Grotius, who is the moſt cautious 
Writer in the World of adviſing the Execution 
of unneceſſary or unjuſt Penalties upon our fellow 
Creatures, as well knowing, to put our fellow 
Creatures to Pain, without the laſt Neceſſity, is 
contrary to the great Law of Benevolence we 
owe to Mankind : This great Man has undeniably 
maintain'd, that they who teach there is no God, 
or a divine Providence over us, ought to be ba- 
niſh'd out of human Society *. I need not pro- 
duce his Reaſons for this Opinion; the Reaſon, 
I think, is plain enough. 

How then ſhall many Libertines of the preſent 
Age convince the World, chat they believe in a 
divine Providence taking care of human Afairs, 
when they offer up no viſible Worſhip to him 
nay, indeed, take all the Pains in the World to ri- 
dicule thoſe that do? For let us conſider this Mat- 

See his Treatiſe De Jure Belli, &c. Book II. chap. 20. 
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ter a little. If God takes care of me, ought not [ 
to thank him for it, and beſeech the Continuance 
of his Protection over me? But if he does not rake 
care of me, by a ſpecial Providence, then God has 
nothing to do with me in this World, nor I then 
with him; and ſo under ſuch a Belief, all Religion in 
the World ceaſes at once. If the Deiſt will there- 
fore pay no viſible Worſhip to God, let him con- 
vince the World, if he can, that he believes in a 
ax. divine Providence, taking care of all 

uman Affairs; and if he does not entertain ſuch 
a Notion of a divine Providence, he may pre- 
tend what he pleaſes, but he muſt excuſe me, if 
I declare ſuch an one an Atheiſt; and I have the 
Authority of his own Scriptures, the Writings of 
Cicero, for calling him ſo. 

To conclude this Head. It is not not my Pro- 
vince in this Argument, to enquire into Mens pri- 
vate Opinions, and therefore I ſhall diſmiſs it, 
with obſerving, that to me it ſeems a very plain 
Truth, that if wicked Men will go on to ridicule 
openly, or any Way publickly nal the Religion, 
or publick Method of divine Worſhip eſtabliſh'd 
by civil Authority in this Kingdom, the civil 
Power may give a Check to it, with the ſtricteſt 
Juſtice; for if it cannot prevent, or has not Au- 
thority to ſtop the Wickedneſs of Men, inſulting 
the Religion of this Nation, by civil Punifhments, 
when all other Methods are not able to do it, 
then the great Bleſſing of civil Protection over the 
Church ceaſes, at a Time when, and in thoſe In- 
ſtances where there is moſt Occaſion for its Service. 

To the Authority of the civil Power, in ſuch 
Caſes already alledg d, the Caſe of Eli, under the 
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2 Inſtitution, is a Caſe directed by God him- 
elf, and what was once directed by God him- 
ſelf, cannot be in its own Nature ſinful. And the 


ſame Power that God gave to godly Princes in 


holy Scripture, is ſufficiently declared to belong 
to the ſupreme civil Authority of this Nation &: 
And does not the Authority of St. Paul confirm 
it, where he calls the higher Powers Revengers 


from God to execute Wrath upon them that do 


Evil? For ſurely none can do more Miſchief in 
a Chriſtian Country, than they who inſult the holy 
Character of Jeſus Chriſt, wilfully adulterate his 
Goſpel, abuſe his Miniſters, becauſe they are his 
Miniſters, or would root out of human Society 
the publick Worſhip of Almighty God eſtabliſh'd 
in it. 

I ſhall now examine the Plea of Conſcience 
pretended in the World, actively ro oppoſe the 
Religion of Jeſus Chriſt. 

Thoſe Men, who tell us they are bound in Con- 
ſcience to oppoſe Chriſtianity, ſeem to me, to have 
Conſciences much like thoſe, who teach Mankind 
that they are not bound to worſhip God at all. 
Both theſe Kinds of Conſciences we have lived to 
ſce pretended in the World. I for my Part, after 
ſuch Declarations, ſhall not be ſurpriſed, if I ſhould 
hear theſe Men go on to profeſs they think 
themſelves bound in Conſcience not to believe in 
God at all; for there is ſo ſtrict a Connexion be- 
tween the Belief of a God and a divine Provi- 
dence, and our Duty to worſhip him, that he 
who can break thro one Link of the Chain, 
allow may deſtroy the whole. 


* Yee the 37th Article of our Church. 
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But let us hear the Plea of Conſcience pretend» 
ed to oppoſe Chriſtianity. The Argument is of- 
fer'd to the World under the general Law of 
Benevolence to Mankind, to Iciver them from 
Impoſture and Superſtition. Such Kind of Wri- 
ters in their Addreſſes to the People, paint Super- 
ſition under all rhe moſt terrible Shapes, in order 
to frighren the People with them, telling them 
that whereever it ſpreads, it will do more Miſ- 
chief than Famine or the Sword. All this may be 
true, but it happens to be little to the Purpoſe; for 
if they do not mean Chriſtianity by it, why ſuch 
popular Harangues upon Superſtition in a Chriſti- 
an Country? And if they do mean Chriſtianity by 
it, they ſhould firſt anſwer the Arguments brought 
in Proof of its divine Authority, before they give 
it that Term of Reproach; beſides, what Miſchief 
can the true Practice of that Religion bring to the 
World, which is exactly fitted to the rational and 
ſocial Nature of Man? And, I think, we may 
challenge them to prove how any of its Doctrines 
can really injure the Man that obeys it, or his 
Neighbours about him, in any one Inſtance; for 
it has been abundantly proved by many Writers, 
that the Chriſtian Religion carries an internal 
Proof of its Divinity, by the amiable Tendency 
of all its Doctrines to Mankind. The juſt Com- 
plaint of Injury done to Mankind, lies therefore 
not againſt the Belief of Chriſtianity, but them 
only that take Pains to deſtroy it. 

Before Men pretend to a Rule of Conſcience, 
they ſhould be ready to ſhew ſome Law either of 
Nature or Revelation, into which the pretended 
Rule of Conſcience may be reſolved; and if there 

is 
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is no ſuch Law of Nature, which is the whole of 
our Infidel's pretended Religion, then we beſeech 
him to remember a Law of Nature, which teaches 
him to obey his Superiors in all Cafes, not con- 
trary to the Law of his Religion. And I own, 
for my (elf, I cannot find out a Law of Nature for 
oppoling the Religion of Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe Re- 
ligion undoubtedly reaches every Law of uncor- 
rupted Nature to the greateſt Perfection. A 


Chriſtian indeed believes in a great deal more than 


mere Nature teaches ; but then they arc ſuch Opi- 
nions as hurt no Body; they are ſuch Opinions, 
Which tho not diſcoverable by his Reaſon, are 
highly agreeable to it; they are ſuch Opinions as 
e to mortify his Paſſions, ſupport him under 
Affliction, and can yield ihe only fake Comfort to 
che repenting Sinner: Of ſuch are the Terms 
of our Acceptance with God, with many others 
contained in the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. What 
Charity therefore is it to diſturb ſuch Men, and 
give them no Equivalent for it? And after all 
this Noiſe in che World, about the Religion of 
Nature, we have abundant Proof that ic could 
never long ſubſiſt without putting ic on the Foot 
of a divine poſitive Command; for take away the 
divine poſitive Command, and with it the Cer- 
tainty of eternal Rewards and Puniſhments pre- 
ſcribed by the Goſpel, and then the Religion of 
Nature will remain ſuch a Syſtem of Opinions, 
as every Man pleaſes to call the Religion of Na- 
ture. In ſuch a State what endleſs Diſputes mult 
ariſe about the prerended Rcligion of Nature, 
wherein no Man can claim the Prerogative of 
preſcribing to others; and when there is no ſet- 
F 2 tled 
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tled Rule to decide Mens Differences in Opinion; 
can it be expected that there will remain much 
Harmony in Matters of Religion, or without it 
much Peace or Happineſs in Society? Sir Wil- 
liam Temple well obſerves, that when private Men 
Nx Conſcience for oppoſing a reaſonable eſta- 
liſh'd Religion in a Country, without the undiſ- 
puted Evidence of a ſpecial Miſſion from Heaven, 
they may juſtly be ſuſpected to oppoſe it, not for 
God's Sake, but their own. In conformation of 
which, we may obſerve, that the Patrons of an 
univerſal Latitude of Opinion, are continually 
preaching up to the People the Bleſſings of an 
unbounded Liberty, both in the religious and 
civil Polity of this Kingdom. Burt is this done 
that Men may enjoy it? I believe not, nor I truſt 
does any ſober Man wiſh to ſee it; but then they 
are to be ſuſpected of a Deſign of courting the Ho- 
nour and Intereſt of che People, by ſuch a pleaſing 
Plea ſet before them, that by ſuch Steps they may 

make Way for their own Sovereignty over them. 
This general Truth ſhould direct the ſupreme 
Authority of any State, to be watchful over thoſe 
who are ſpreading ſuch ſpecious Policy amongſt 
the People; and ſince no genuine Law, either of 
Nature or Revelation, can be produced to ground 
the Argument upon, of actively oppoſing Chriſti- 
anity eſtabliſhed in this Kingdom, I leave the Ar- 
gument with the ſupreme Magiſtrate, to make the 
Judgment, whether they may take any more No- 
tice of the Libertine's Plea, than they would do 
of the Pleas of an erroneous Conlcience, pretend- 
ed for the Deſtruction of any other dear and va- 

luable Eſtabliſhment in the Society. | 
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What J have here obſerved, about the ſevetal 
Merhods by which God may be duly honour'd in 
the World, I have drawn, to the belt of my Judg- 
ment, from divine Revelation, ſuch as honouring 
God in the Perſons of che King, the Prieſt and all 

Men, thro' the civil Protection to be gi- 
ven to divine Revelation, and thro' good Offices 
to be done to the Sick and Needy, for our dear 
Redeemer's Sake. And ] ſincerely think that ſuch 
Sentiments well cultivated amongſt us, would not 
do more Honour to the holy Name of God, than 
they would bring Peace and Safety to all the Mem- 
bers of Society; for it ſeems to be a very plain Truth, 
that unleſs Royal Majeſty on the one Hand, and 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel on the other, be re- 
ccived in the World with that Reverence, which is 
preſcrib'd by the Principles of Chriſtianity, neither 
of them can ſubſiſt long in any Degree of Eſteem 
amongſt us: And ſince they who are Enemies to 
the one, ſeldom fail to deſpiſe the other, this, in my 
humble Opinion, ſhould ſuggeſt to Princes an uſe- 
ful Piece of innocent Policy, which is, to protect 
evermore all the Rights of the Clergy, to the beſt 
of their Power; and to the Clergy to uſe their beſt 
Endeavours to give the Honour that is due, in all 
Reſpects, to the ſacred Character of Princes. 

I proceed, in the laſt Place, to ſhew what 
Kind of Honour God will beſtow upon thoſe 
who endeavour to honour him. 

When God ſays in the Scripture Language, 
that he will honour a People, by ir we underſtand, 
that he promiſes ro beſtow the Bleſſings both of 
this and a furure Scare upon them : And this his 
Religion, which he has given the World, will — 

or 
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for them, by the natural Tendency of every Grace 
and Virtue in it. The Virtues of Faith, Juſtice, 
Sincerity, create a mutual Confidence in Men to 
one another, which is the firſt great Cement of 
Society; the various Branches of a Goſpel Chari- 
ty diſpoſe Men to forgive, ſoften their Paſſions and 
convert the Confidence in one another, flowing 
from Juſtice and Sincerity into univerſal Love. So 
in private Life, Idleneſs and Luxury bring forth Po- 
verty, tempt Men to Injuſtice; and when this is 
practiſed in great Numbers, there grows from ſuch 
Stocks the greateſt Calamity that can befal a Na- 
tion, in a Race of Children, tainted, ſickly, unfit 
for the common Labours of Life, and the Sup- 
port of Society. The World is certainly the bet- 
ter for every Virtue of the Goſpel practiſed in it, 
and much the worſe for the Commiſſion of any 
Vice forbidden by it: And if any one thinks fit 
to deny this, let him name a Duty preſcrib'd in 
the Goſpel, that either hurts the Man that obeys 
it, or his Neighbours about him. And there is 
ſuch Proviſion made in our holy Religion, for the 
Honour of Authority, and the Love of the People 
to it, and to one another, that I am confidenr, 
were the Principles it inſpires, the Enforcements 
it adds to human Laws, the Strength ir yields to 
the whole Frame of civil Society, baniſh'd out of 
the World, Government would be far more difh- 
cult than it is; it would want its beſt and moſt 
firm Foundation. Therefore the civil Authority 
in eyery Nation, ſhould be very tender of the Ho- 
nour of God, and of preſerving his Religion, 
were there no other Reaſons, yet from Reaſons 
of publick Utility. 5 
or 
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For the ſame Reaſon the civil Governors ſhould 
highly honour the Miniſters of this true Religion, 
looking upon them, as indeed they are, Men great- 
bY aſſiſting to the civil Magiſtrate, in the duc Go- 
vernment of the World: For every well regulated 
Pariſh, according to Goſpel Principles, are un- 
doubredly the beſt Subjects in civil Society, 
the beſt Neighbours, the beſt Friends, and 
the beſt Men in ic. That Religion therefore docs 
thus fit Man, both in a ſingle and ſocial State, that 
we are entitled to ſuch Happineſs by it, here and 
hereafter; the one was the pure original Gift of 
God, who made us in ſuch a Manner that it ſnould 
be ſo; the other was, after our own Fortciture of 
it, the Purchaſe of his Son for us. The Happi- 
nels therefore, which we are wont to ſay, ariſeth 
naturally to us from its Fitneſs to our Nature, 
flow d from the good Pleaſure of Almighty God, 
and therefore muſt be acknowledg'd with all Gra- 
titude, to be a ſingular Act of his own great Ho- 
nour beſtow'd upon us already, as well as the 
other to be confer'd upon us hereafter, 

But when God ſays, he will Honour a People, 
in this Promiſe is contain'd yet a higher Degree 
of Honour, I mean the Interpoſition of his own 
Arm and Strength for them, beyond what their 
own Eyes could foreſce, or their own Arm exe- 
cute: Tis the univerſal Language of holy Scrip- 
ture, that God hath committed the Government 
of his People on Earth, to inferior Gods under 
him; but then not ſo far committed it to them, 
as to exclude himſelf from the Government of 
the World; for out of the ſame divine Writings 
we learn, that God goyerns all Things, not by a 

general 


| 
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general but particular Providence; not only Fire 
and Hail, Wind and Storm fulfil his Orders, in 
deriving Health and Plenty, Famine and Peſti- 
lence, but in like Manner the Counſels, the Acti- 
ons and the Paſſions of Men, all ſerve the Ends of 
his governing Providence: There are many De- 
vices in a Man's Heart, nevertheleſs the Counſel 
of the Lord that ſhall land *, And tho all theſe 
particular Movements Men may call their own, 
as flowing from a free Principle within themſelves, 
yet in the Execution of them, they certainly ſerve 
the Ends of his Providence: They ſhall aſſiſt, 
bleſs or puniſh, where God would aſſiſt, bleſs or 
Puniſh, and no farther. If rhis was not true, 
Man might bleſs where God would puniſh, or 
puniſh where God would bleſs; by theſe Means 
God would loſe all Government of the World, and 
then all our Truſt, our Hope in God, and the 
Ground of our Prayers to him would ceaſe toge- 
ther with it. 

Fix this Government of Providence over us a- 
right, for hereon all true Notion of Religion de- 
pends, and we can eaſily underſtand God, when 
he tel the Jews, that Promotion cometh neither 
from the Eaſt nor from the Weſt, but tis himſelf 
that pulleth down one King, and ſetteth up another : 
Thar it was he that ſent abroad the Sword and the 
Peſtilence for the Execution of his own Orders, 
that he ſhould proportion his Puniſhments of this 
World to their Sins, and his Bleſſings to their Sted- 
taſtneſs in Religion. The whole Hiſtory of the 
Fews is one continued Proof of this Truth: And 
tho God did many Times interpoſe by Miracles 


Prov. Xix. 21. ; 
in 
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in their favour, yet this was done, not becauſe he 
could nor bleſs or puniſh them without a Mira- 
cle, but the low State of Religion, many Limes, 
amongſt them, and a lower yet tamonglt cheic Ido- 
latrous Neighbours, made it nece{.ary ſo openly to 
manifeſt, that there was a watcht:il God over the 
whole World, and that he was more peculiarly 
preſent to his People Tjrae!: All which, ſince 
the plentitul Effuſion of Miracles, and the Publi- 
cation of the Knowledge of God by Jeſus Chriſt, 
has been made leſs neceſſary. But then the ſame 
God does as certainly govern, bleſs or puniſh Na- 
tions now, by the Means of ordinary Occurrences, 
as he did of old in the more legible Characters of 
a Succeſſion of Miracles. It this be true, and 
that it is ſo, we have clear Evidence ot revealed 
Religion, 

Then are all the Nations of the Earth taught 
the only Way to bring down the Bleſſings from 
Heaven, or know when to cs pect God's national 
Judgments: hen will national Protection of Chri- 
ſtian Faith, doing publick Honours to God, in his 
Name, his Wor d, his Worſhip, his Prieſts his 
Authority and Gooc Inels, wherever ris placed, de- 
rive the one; as a general Contempt and Ridicule 
of the Honour and Worſhip due to the Holy Tri- 
nity; a national Love of the Pleatures, the Riches, 
and the Honours of this Vv orld, orcater t han the 
Love of God, opcn Blaſphemy and P ropha- 
neſs, and a general Deriſion of Things and Per- 
ſons ſacred, call down his Scourges. VU nder a 
deep Senſe of theſe Truths, did all the vious ung 
of 1/rael vanquiſh their Enemies, and quiz ly go- 
yern their People at home. And thus in our 

G own 


— ——— — — —— ns 


— 


— — 


— — ——ä—ũ4— U fir«cͤ4“ A XA 


2 — —— 


— 
— 


( 50 ) 


own Nation, will the Name of a late gracious 
Princeſs ſhine evermore in the Annals of Fame; 
not only by ſending great Flcets and Armies a- 
broad to ſtop the Growth of arbitrary Power, 
but rather by calling in the divine Aſſiſtance on 
her Counſels, thro' her own ſpecial Concern for 
Religion at home, her own true Faith, her own 
fervent and conſtant Devotion; and on the other 
Hand, thro' a general Coldneſs to the Chriſtian 
Religion, many, once famous Cities of the Eaſt, 
entirely loſt their Religion and their Liberty toge- 
ther. And thus it ever was, and ever will be, 
over all the Nations of the Earth; fo long as they 
ſupport true Religion, true Religion will ſupport 
them with its natural and ſupernatural Aſſiſtance. 
And if we look into the Reaſon of this divine Diſ- 
_ we ſhall find it founded on the divine 

ectitude, making that Love or Hatred to Virtue 
and Vice, and his own revealed Religion, the Un- 
changeable Meaſure of his Love and Hatred to 
them. And tho' this cannot be ſaid in a ſtrict 
Degree with Regard to privare Perſons in this 
World, the Wildom of his Government not 
requiring that he ſhould convert this their State 
of Tryal into a State of equal Rewards and Pu- 
niſkments; yet with regard to Communities of 
Men it is otherwiſe; for they, as Societies of Men, 
muſt receive the national Bleflings of Honour, 
Victory, Peace, and the like, here, or not at all. 
Belides, there is ſomething ſo outragious and inſo- 
lentin large Combinations of Wickednels, that the 
Juſtice and Honour of God ſeems concern'd to in- 
terpoſe, leſt his Authority ſhould be too far tram- 
pled upon by the Overflowings of Iniquity. 


Bur 
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But whilſt we are making Proviſion for Future 
Happineſs, let us not forget the Honours of God 
already confer'd upon this Church and Na- 
tion; the many ſeaſonable Interpoſitions of di- 
vine Favour in Times of great Extremity, with 
Regard to both of them. | 

Let us be thankful, that we are not now ſtrug- 
gling under the Yoke ot arbitrary Power, or that 
the Frame of our Conſtitution is not broken to 
ag by the wild Rage of Anarchy and Confu- 

ion. 

Let us adore the Goodneſs of divine Providence, 
in placing a great Guardian over us, whom we 
have ſeen uſing his conſtant Endeavours to pro- 
tect our Religion, the Rights of the Clergy, and 
the legal Property of every Subject; from whole 
Regard to Piety and Learning have flow'd gene- 
rous Marks of a Royal — Ange ro this great 
Nurſery of ingenuous Education. | 

In one Word, Let us bleſs Almighty God, that 
by his Royal Conſort's Goodneſs, join'd with his 
own, we can behold a numerous Royal Progeny 
educated in our holy Faith; from whence we juſt- 
ly conclude, that theſe valuable Bleſſings will 
be made ſecure to us and our Poſterity. 
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AGE 12. line 23. for has read have. P. 14. I. 16. for Mas 
read Mankind. P. 20. 1. 16. for that read their. P.27.1. 8. 


for Due read Dues. P. 30. J. 28. for by mean read mean by. P. 44- 
J. 19. for Conformation read Confirmation, 
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Juſt Publiſh'd, by the ſame Autbor. 


I. HE Interpretations of the Law ant 

the Prophets, made by JESUS and 
his Apojtlets, vindicated: In a Sermon preach'd 
on St. Stepixn's Day, Before the Univerſity of 
Cambridge, at St. Mary's Church, December 26, 
1727. Sa OR 


II. No Ad of Religion acceptable to Gop 
without Faith in sus ChRIiST: Sct forth 
in a Sermon preach'd on St. Thomas's Day, be- 
fore the Univerſiry of Cambridge, at St. Mary's 
Church, December 21, 1729. 


